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STATUS REQUEST AND RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 

Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 

This Status Request seeks the status of a Notice to Vacate the Office Action issued 
June 4, 2004, and responds to such Office Action. 

The Patent Office, by the OIPE, issued to Applicants a Notice of Non-Compliant 
Amendment (37 C.F.R. 1.121) dated June 4, 2004, a copy of which is enclosed. According to 
the Notice, the Amendment document filed on November 13, 2003 is considered non-compliant 
because it has failed to meet the requirements of 37 C.F.R. 1.121. The basis for the Notice was 
stated as the "Article 34 Amendment is unsigned " (emphasis added). It is Applicants' 
contention that the filing of the English Translation of an Article 34 Amendment with the filing 
of the above identified application was proper, and that there was no requirement or need tn 
file a signed copy of the Article 34 Amendment . 

The above identified application is a divisional of U.S. Patent Application No. 09/922,978 
filed August 6, 2001, which is a divisional of U.S. Patent Application No. 08/073,380, now U.S. 
Patent No. 6,333,943. The parent application was an international application and thus in filing 
the above identified application, Applicants included a copy of the English Translation of the 
Article 34 Amendment filed with the parent application. 

Upon receiving the Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment, on June 7, 2004, the 
undersigned spoke with Eva Gillis, the Legal Instruments Examiner, who signed the Notice, and 
her supervisor, Ms. Tubbs. According to a follow-up telephone conference on June 8, 2004, 
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Ms. Tubbs stated that the U.S. FTP made an error in issuing the Notice of Non-Compliant 
Amendment, and that a Notice to Vacate the Office Action would be issued. But to date, 
Applicants have not received the Notice to Vacate. Applicants therefore request the status as to 
when the Notice to Vacate the Office Action will be issued. 
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Enclosure: Copy of Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment 

Dated: June 30, 2004 

P.O. Box 980 

Valley Forge, PA 19482 

(610) 407-0700 



Respectfully submitted, 

Daniel N. Calder, Reg. No. 27,424 
Attorney for Applicants 



The Commissioner for Patents is hereby 
authorized to charge payment to Deposit 
Account No. 18-0350 of any fees associated 
with this communication. 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited 
with the United States Postal Sen/ice as first class mail, 
with sufficient postage, in an envelope addressed to: 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 
22313-1450 on: 



June 30, 2004 
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Assistant Commissioner for Patents: 
. . D P ' eas * a^owledge receipt of the document(s) described below by Imprinting 
the Patents & Trademark Office "date-stamp" hereon and returning this card to the 
addressee on the reverse side. 
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